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One of the first Anglo-Americans to record their travels to New Mexico, Dr. Rowland Willard (1794–1884)
journeyed west on the Santa Fe Trail in 1825 and then down the Camino Real into Mexico, taking notes
along the way. This edition of the young physician’s travel diaries and subsequent autobiography, annotated
by New Mexico Deputy State Librarian Joy L. Poole, is a rich historical source on the two trails and the
practice of medicine in the 1820s.

Few Americans knew much about New Mexico when Willard set out on his journey from St. Charles,
Missouri, where he had recently completed a medical apprenticeship. The growing commerce with the
Southwest presented opportunities for the ambitious doctor. He visited Santa Fe, practiced medicine in Taos,
then traveled south to Chihuahua, arriving during a measles epidemic. Willard treated patients in Mexico for
two years before returning to Missouri in 1828.

Willard’s narrative challenges long-accepted assumptions about the exact routes taken by pack trains on the
Santa Fe Trail. It also provides thrilling glimpses of a landscape densely populated with wildlife. The doctor
describes “a great theater of nature,” with droves of elk and buffalo, and “wolf and antelope skipping in
every direction.” With his traveling companions he hunted buffalo by crawling after them on all fours,
afterward making jerky out of bison meat and boats out of their hides. Willard also details his medical
practice, offering a revealing view of physicians’ operating practices in a time when sanitation and
anesthesia were rare.

The Santa Fe Trail and Camino Real took Willard on the journey of a lifetime. This account recalls the early
days of the Santa Fe Trail trade and westward American migration, when a doctor from Missouri could cross
paths with mountain men, traders, Mexican clergymen, and government officials on their way to new
opportunities.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Babcock:

Typically the book Over the Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel Diaries and Autobiography of Dr.
Rowland Willard (The American Trails Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Over the Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel Diaries and Autobiography of
Dr. Rowland Willard (The American Trails Series) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Bennett Fox:

Exactly why? Because this Over the Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel Diaries and Autobiography of Dr.
Rowland Willard (The American Trails Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Susan Larabee:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Over the Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel Diaries and Autobiography of Dr. Rowland Willard
(The American Trails Series) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Over the
Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel Diaries and Autobiography of Dr. Rowland Willard (The American
Trails Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Clement Williams:

Over the Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel Diaries and Autobiography of Dr. Rowland Willard (The
American Trails Series) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Over the Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel



Diaries and Autobiography of Dr. Rowland Willard (The American Trails Series) nevertheless doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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