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Opera often seems to arouse either irrational enthusiasm or visceral dislike. Such madness, as Goethe wrote,
is indispensable in all theater, and yet in practice, sentiment and passion must be balanced by sense and
reason. Exploring this tension between madness and reason, Not without Madness presents new analytical
approaches to thinking about eighteenth- and nineteenth-century opera through the lenses of its historical and
cultural contexts.

 

In these twelve essays, Fabrizio Della Seta explores the concept of opera as a dramatic event and an essential
moment in the history of theater. Examining the meaning of opera and the devices that produce and transmit
this meaning, he looks at the complex verbal, musical, and scenic mechanisms in parts of La sonnambula,
Ernani, Aida, Le nozze di Figaro, Macbeth, and Il trovatore. He argues that approaches to the study of opera
must address performance, interpretation, composition, reception, and cultural ramifications. Purely musical
analysis does not make sense unless we take into account music’s dramatic function. Containing many
essays available for the first time in English, Not without Madness bridges recent divisions in opera studies
and will attract musicologists, musicians, and opera lovers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Not without Madness:
Perspectives on Opera book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

George Hale:

The book Not without Madness: Perspectives on Opera will bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this
book very suited to you. The book Not without Madness: Perspectives on Opera is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the
book.

Clarence Frey:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Not without Madness: Perspectives on Opera. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Karina McDermott:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Not without Madness: Perspectives on Opera was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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