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Ward Loren Schrantz, of Carthage, Missouri, entered the U.S. Army in 1912, at a time when military leaders
were still seriously debating the future of the horse cavalry. He left active military service in 1946, after the
United States dropped the atomic bomb on Japan. Schrantz served capably at a time when the U.S. military
was undergoing rapid technological and strategic transformation and, as a journalist and attentive observer,
left a vivid personal account of his time in the Army and Missouri National Guard.
 
Editor Jeff Patrick has woven three undated versions of Schrantz's memoir into a single narrative focused on
the sparsely documented pre–World War I period from 1912 to 1917, thus helping to fill a significant gap in
the existing literature. Schrantz's memoir is notable not only for the period it covers, but also for its lively
evocation of a soldier's life during the U.S.-Mexico border disturbances of the early twentieth century.
Schrantz's account demonstrates the perennial contrast between how soldiers were expected to behave and
how they actually behaved; it offers colorful and authentic details not usually available from official
histories. Patrick also has added an appendix consisting of the letters that Schrantz wrote for publication in
his hometown newspaper, the Carthage Evening Press.
 
These documents yield interesting insights into the attitudes and dispositions of U.S. soldiers during this
time, as well as the perceptions and opinions of the "folks back home." Students, scholars, and others
interested in military and borderlands history will find much to enjoy in Guarding the Border: The Military
Memoirs of Ward Schrantz, 1912–1917.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

The knowledge that you get from Guarding the Border: The Military Memoirs of the Ward Schrantz, 1912-
1917 (Canseco-Keck History Series) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Guarding the Border: The Military Memoirs of the Ward Schrantz, 1912-1917 (Canseco-Keck History
Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular
Guarding the Border: The Military Memoirs of the Ward Schrantz, 1912-1917 (Canseco-Keck History
Series) instantly.

Athena Thornton:

This book untitled Guarding the Border: The Military Memoirs of the Ward Schrantz, 1912-1917 (Canseco-
Keck History Series) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this reserve from your list.

Charles Krueger:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Guarding the Border: The
Military Memoirs of the Ward Schrantz, 1912-1917 (Canseco-Keck History Series) which is getting the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Stephen Lee:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it.
It is identified as of book Guarding the Border: The Military Memoirs of the Ward Schrantz, 1912-1917
(Canseco-Keck History Series). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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