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By the early fourteenth century, the city of Florence had emerged as an economic power in Tuscany,
surpassing even Siena, which had previously been the banking center of the region. In the space of fifty
years, during the lifetime of Dante Alighieri, 1265-1321, Florence had transformed itself from a political and
economic backwater—scarcely keeping pace with its Tuscan neighbors—to one of the richest and most
influential places on the continent. While many historians have focused on the role of the city's bankers and
merchants in achieving these rapid transformations, in Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante, George
W. Dameron emphasizes the place of ecclesiastical institutions, communities, and religious traditions. While
by no means the only factors to explain Florentine ascension, no account of this period is complete without
considering the contributions of the institutional church.

In Florence, economic realities and spiritual yearnings intersected in mysterious ways. A busy grain market
on a site where a church once stood, for instance, remained a sacred place where many gathered to sing and
pray before a painted image of the Virgin Mary, as well as to conduct business. At the same time, religious
communities contributed directly to the economic development of the diocese in the areas of food
production, fiscal affairs, and urban development, while they also provided institutional leadership and
spiritual guidance during a time of profound uncertainty. Addressing such issues as systems of patronage and
jurisdictional rights, Dameron portrays the working of the rural and urban church in all of its complexity.
Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante fills a major gap in scholarship and will be of particular interest
to medievalists, church historians, and Italianists.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages
Series). Try to make the book Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series) as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Catherine Walters:

Beside this particular Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series) in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Wayne Sutphin:

You may get this Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Anthony Malloy:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this Florence and Its Church in the Age of Dante (The Middle Ages Series) can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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