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Caregiving role rather than gender has a predominant influence on parent interaction in nonstressful as well
as stressful situations. Primary caregiving fathers can competently assume caregiving and nurturant functions
so as to become their infants' primary attachment figures.

Based on videotaped home observations, Dr. Geiger examines the unique and interactive effects of the
gender of the caregiver and the primacy of the caregiver role on parent-infant interaction. Dr. Geiger
observed 56 parents of different gender (father-mother) and caregiving role (primary-secondary) interacting
with their infant in a non-stressful situation. Then infants were placed under stress in a modified version of
the Strange Situation. A gender X caregiving role analysis of variance indicated no gender or role effect for
parents' and infants' affiliative behaviors under nonstressful conditions except for fathers' rough tumble play.
A caregiving role and/or a gender X role interaction effect was observed on the attachment behaviors of
parents (caregiving and displaying affection) and of infants (displaying affection, clinging, moving away,
and exploring). Infants' play interaction was most synchronous with that of primary caregiving fathers.
Finally, the caregiver role effect indicated on all infants' attachment behaviors under stress showed a
distinctive preference for primary caregivers (fathers or mothers) with disregard for gender.

Dr. Geiger's study indicates that primary caregiving fathers can be as competent as primary and secondary
caregiving mothers. They were more affectionate, and despite an increased amount of assumed caregiving
and household chores, primary caregiving fathers were more involved and in greater synchrony with their
infant's play activities than primary or secondary caregiving mothers. This study challenges sex-role
stereotypes and suggests benefits of modeling a more egalitarian upbringing. It presents strategies to resolve
the dilemma of day care for infants. This book will be of great interest to students, scholars, and other
researchers involved with early childhood education, socioemotional development of children, and
developmental psychology, especially once it is acknowledged that father care in the home for infants less
than one year of age has become the most common form of primary nonmaternal care arrangement (21.6%)
adopted by employed mothers.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Tucker:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Fathers as Primary Caregivers (Contributions in
Family Studies) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book
with you?

Brandon Francis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is usually Fathers as Primary Caregivers (Contributions in Family Studies).

Lloyd North:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Fathers as Primary Caregivers (Contributions in Family
Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

June Ortiz:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Fathers as Primary Caregivers
(Contributions in Family Studies) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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