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Cholly Atkins's career has spanned an extraordinary era of American dance. He began performing during
Prohibition and continued his apprenticeship in vaudeville, in nightclubs, and in the army during World War
II. With his partner, Honi Coles, Cholly toured the country, performing with such jazz masters as Louis
Armstrong, Cab Calloway, and Count Basie. As tap reached a nadir in the fifties, Cholly created the new
specialization of "vocal choreography," teaching rhythm-and-blues singers how to perform their music by
adding rhythmical dance steps drawn from twentieth-century American dance, from the Charleston to
rhythm tap. For the burgeoning Motown record label, Cholly taught such artists as the Supremes, Smokey
Robinson and the Miracles, the Temptations, Gladys Knight and the Pips, and Marvin Gaye to command the
stage in ways that would enhance their performances and "sell" their songs.

Class Act tells of Cholly's boyhood and coming of age, his entry into the dance world of New York City, his
performing triumphs and personal tragedies, and the career transformations that won him gold records and a
Tony for choreographing Black and Blue on Broadway. Chronicling the rise, near demise, and rediscovery of
tap dancing, the book is both an engaging biography and a rich cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hill:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Class Act: The Jazz Life of Choreographer Cholly Atkins
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Crawford:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is Class Act: The Jazz Life of Choreographer Cholly Atkins this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Jason Rickman:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Class Act: The Jazz Life of Choreographer
Cholly Atkins can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Rochelle Barrick:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Class Act: The Jazz Life of Choreographer
Cholly Atkins or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books
are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Class Act: The Jazz Life of Choreographer Cholly Atkins to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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