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As the second chamber of the Westminster parliament, the House of Lords has a central position in British
politics. But it is far less well-studied and well understood than the House of Commons. This is in part
because of constant expectations that it is about to be reformed - but most Lords reform plans fail, as the
Coalition government's dramatically did in 2012. Meanwhile, following a landmark change in 1999 which
removed most of its hereditary members, the Lords'
role in the policy process has grown. Understanding the chamber is therefore now essential to understanding
politics and parliament in Britain.

This book provides the first detailed portrait of the post-1999 Lords, explaining who sits in the chamber, how
it operates, and crucially what policy impact it has. Its membership is shown to be more diverse and modern
than many would assume, and its influence on policy to be substantial. As a 'no overall control' chamber, in
which no party has a majority, it has inflicted numerous defeats on the Blair, Brown and Cameron
governments, and become an important site of negotiation. It has provided
a power base for the Liberal Democrats, and includes a group of almost 200 independents who now play a
pivotal role.

Close study of today's House of Lords demolishes some common myths about British politics, and also about
how two chamber parliaments work. This book, as well as focusing on the contemporary Lords, provides a
historical and comparative context for British bicameralism, asks whether the Lords can be considered
'legitimate', and describes recent reform efforts and possible future reforms.
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From reader reviews:

Louie Thompson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Contemporary House of
Lords: Westminster Bicameralism Revived book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Sandy Holiday:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Contemporary House of Lords:
Westminster Bicameralism Revived, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Brian Street:

This The Contemporary House of Lords: Westminster Bicameralism Revived is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Contemporary House of Lords: Westminster Bicameralism Revived in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Jason Serrano:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Contemporary House of Lords:
Westminster Bicameralism Revived can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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