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If there is a "culture war" taking place in the United States, one of the most interesting, if under-the-radar,
battlegrounds is in local school board elections. Rarely does the pitch of this battle reach national attention,
as it did in Kansas when the state school board -- led by several outspoken conservative Christians -- voted to
delete evolution from the state's science curriculum and its standardized tests in August 1999. That action
rattled not only the educational and scientific communities, but concerned citizens around the nation as well.

While the movement of the Christian Right into national and state politics has been well documented, this is
the first book to examine their impact on local school board politics. While the Kansas decision was short-
lived, during the past decade in school districts around the country, conservative Christian majorities have
voted to place limits on sex education, to restrict library books, to remove references to gays and lesbians in
the classroom, and to promote American culture as superior to other cultures.

School Board Battles studies the motivation, strategies, and electoral success of Christian Right school board
candidates. Based on interviews, and using an extensive national survey of candidates as well as case studies
of two school districts in which conservative Christians ran and served on local boards, Melissa M. Deckman
gives us a surprisingly complex picture of these candidates. She reveals weaker ties to national Christian
Right organizations -- and more similarities between these conservative candidates and their more secular
counterparts than might be expected.

Deckman examines important questions: Why do conservative Christians run for school boards? How much
influence has the Christian Right actually had on school boards? How do conservative Christians govern?
School Board Battles is an in-depth and in-the-trenches look at an important encounter in the "culture war" --
one that may well determine the future of our nation's youth.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this School Board Battles: The Christian Right in Local Politics (Religion and Politics series), you are able to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a guide.

Jennifer Frederick:

The reason? Because this School Board Battles: The Christian Right in Local Politics (Religion and Politics
series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ilene Bixler:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book School Board Battles: The Christian Right in Local Politics
(Religion and Politics series) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
School Board Battles: The Christian Right in Local Politics (Religion and Politics series) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Harrison Johnson:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book School Board Battles: The Christian
Right in Local Politics (Religion and Politics series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve School Board Battles: The Christian Right in Local



Politics (Religion and Politics series) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of that time.
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