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Is GW-BASIC dead?

Microsoft GW-BASIC greets you with a simple user prompt: Ok. An invitation to a world of possibility, the
Ok prompt presents a blank canvas with which to code a masterpiece. But GW-BASIC, released over three
decades ago, has sadly fallen into disuse, its decline greatly hastened once graphical user interfaces like
Windows began to proliferate, leaving text-based MS-DOS (Microsoft Disk Operating System) programs to
wither away. And that's just not ok.

In Not Ok, Mark Jones Lorenzo argues that GW-BASIC still has much to offer both the budding and
experienced programmer. Packed with delicious type-in algorithmic recipes to stew, Not Ok is the last in a
long line of mashup BASIC cookbooks that once transformed coding into a delectable romantic pursuit.
With the recipes will come the inspiration to cook up your own algorithms, in turn sharpening your
programming chops while keeping GW-BASIC fresh and alive.

But Not Ok is not meant to be an exhaustive tour through GW-BASIC history or commands or statements or
functions, nor is it intended as some kind of learn-GW-BASIC-in-ten-easy-steps tutorial, nor is it designed as
some sort of teleological work, although it contains bits of all of those things. Instead, this book brushes up
against the absolute limits of the GW-BASIC interpreter toolbox, only presenting you with a dose of
mathematics when absolutely necessary, whilst shying away from PEEKs, POKEs, and other assembly
language-type subroutines. Appropriately, Not Ok's scope is especially vast; the approach is meant to be as
accessible as possible while also not sparing many details, serving as both a GW-BASIC appetizer and a
main course. And unlike most other computer programming books, in which the keywords or the concepts
are the focus, here the programs are the centerpiece from which everything else follows.

Not Ok rekindles an itch, reminding erstwhile BASIC programmers of the supreme satisfaction (coupled with
a heavy dose of nostalgia) to be had while coding in GW-BASIC, and maybe, just maybe, can also introduce
the programming language, with all of its simple pleasures and lovable foibles, to a younger set.

So don't cue the funeral dirge just yet. With a little luck, and a generous helping of Not Ok, perhaps a
requiem won't be needed for GW-BASIC after all.

* GW-BASIC is a registered trademark of the Microsoft Corporation, which did not in any way endorse or
assist in the production of this product.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maday:

This Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC can be one of many great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that
maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Alison Caulfield:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Frederick Avelar:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the book untitled Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC can be fine book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Mildred Lucas:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Not Ok: A Requiem for GW-BASIC to make
your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Not Ok: A
Requiem for GW-BASIC can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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