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Representations of Muslims have never been more common in the Western imagination than they are today.
Building on Orientalist stereotypes constructed over centuries, the figure of the wily Arab has given rise, at
the dawn of the twenty-first century, to the "Islamist" terrorist. In Idols in the East, Suzanne Conklin Akbari
explores the premodern background of some of the Orientalist types still pervasive in present-day depictions
of Muslims-the irascible and irrational Arab, the religiously deviant Islamist-and about how these stereotypes
developed over time.

Idols in the East contributes to the recent surge of interest in European encounters with Islam and the Orient
in the premodern world. Focusing on the medieval period, Akbari examines a broad range of texts including
encyclopedias, maps, medical and astronomical treatises, chansons de geste, romances, and allegories to
paint an unusually diverse portrait of medieval culture. Among the texts she considers are The Book of John
Mandeville, The Song of Roland, Parzival, and Dante's Divine Comedy. From them she reveals how
medieval writers and readers understood and explained the differences they saw between themselves and the
Muslim other.

Looking forward, Akbari also comes to terms with how these medieval conceptions fit with modern
discussions of Orientalism, thus providing an important theoretical link to postcolonial and postimperial
scholarship on later periods. Far reaching in its implications and balanced in its judgments, Idols in the East
will be of great interest to not only scholars and students of the Middle Ages but also anyone interested in the
roots of Orientalism and its tangled relationship to modern racism and anti-Semitism.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly McDowell:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Idols in the East: European
Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or suited book with you?

Amelia Page:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of
them is this Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450.

John Stewart:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the
Orient, 1100-1450.

Angela Bauer:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450 we can
consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this book Idols in the East: European Representations of Islam and the Orient, 1100-1450. You can more



desirable than now.
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