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This landmark study examines the role played by the rediscovery of the writings of the ancient atomists,
Epicurus and Lucretius, in the articulation of the major philosophical systems of the seventeenth century,
and, more broadly, their influence on the evolution of natural science and moral and political philosophy.
The target of sustained and trenchant philosophical criticism by Cicero, and of opprobrium by the Christian
Fathers of the early Church, for its
unflinching commitment to the absence of divine supervision and the finitude of life, the Epicurean
philosophy surfaced again in the period of the Scientific Revolution, when it displaced scholastic
Aristotelianism. Both modern social contract theory and utilitarianism in ethics were grounded in its tenets.
Catherine Wilson shows how the distinctive Epicurean image of the natural and social worlds took hold in
philosophy, and how it is an acknowledged, and often unacknowledged presence in the writings of
Descartes, Gassendi, Hobbes, Boyle, Locke, Leibniz, Berkeley. With chapters devoted to Epicurean physics
and cosmology, the corpuscularian or "mechanical" philosophy, the question of the mortality of the soul, the
grounds of political authority, the contested nature of the experimental philosophy,
sensuality, curiosity, and the role of pleasure and utility in ethics, the author makes a persuasive case for the
significance of materialism in seventeenth-century philosophy without underestimating the depth and
significance of the opposition to it, and for its continued importance in the
contemporary world. Lucretius's great poem, On the Nature of Things, supplies the frame of reference for
this deeply-researched inquiry into the origins of modern philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity.

Earnestine Marcus:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Epicureanism at the Origins of
Modernity book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sean Bass:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Epicureanism at the Origins of
Modernity is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jennifer Fountain:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity.
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