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With the end of the 20th century, Dixon and Scheurell decided it was an opportune time to critically assess
what governments have achieved with their plethora of public social welfare policies. While Marxist
socialists, democratic socialists, social democrats, and reluctant collectivists were all eager, at various times,
to construct their vision of the ideal society, the idea of state welfare was slow to take root. As Dixon and
Scheurell point out, at the turn of the century, only a handful of industrializing countries were willing to
grapple with the problems of poverty, inequality, and social exclusion. Two world wars and the Great
Depression of the 1930s, however, sensitized many societies to the human, social, and even political costs of
un-met social welfare needs. Thus, the milieu needed for the birth of state welfare came into existence, first
in Western Europe, then in Australasia, followed by North and South America and, finally, in parts of the
Middle East, Asia, and Africa.

The state welfare dream was that citizenship would guarantee every individual a secure lifestyle, with a
minimum degree of insecurity, and the wherewithal to develop to the greatest possible extent as individuals
and as members of society. It is, Dixon and Scheurell argue, the most significant set of social institutions
developed in the 20th century. Admittedly, it is one that had within it the seeds of its own potential
destruction?the vicious circle of growing welfare dependency, increasing state control, deepening poverty,
and the emergence of an intractable underclass?that has legitimized calls for the individualization of the
social. Undoubtedly, this collection of essays on key states, charting the rise and fall of state welfare,
examines a monumental 20th century event and will be of interest to scholars, researchers, and students
involved with social welfare issues, as well as policy makers and concerned citizens.
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you should have this The State of Social Welfare: The Twentieth Century in
Cross-National Review.

Alice Christensen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book The State of Social Welfare: The Twentieth Century in Cross-National Review it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book features high quality.

Melanie Moore:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The State of Social Welfare: The Twentieth
Century in Cross-National Review, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Evelyn Ross:

The State of Social Welfare: The Twentieth Century in Cross-National Review can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing
The State of Social Welfare: The Twentieth Century in Cross-National Review however doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly



one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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