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Jack Greene explores the changing definitions of America from the time of Europe's first contact with the
New World through the establishment of the American republic. Challenging historians who have argued
that colonial American societies differed little from those of early modern Europe, he shows that virtually all
contemporary observers emphasized the distinctiveness of the new worlds being created in America. Rarely
considering the high costs paid by Amerindians and Africans in the construction of those worlds, they cited
the British North American colonies as evidence that America was for free people a place of exceptional
opportunities for individual betterment and was therefore fundamentally different from the Old World.
Greene suggests that this concept of American societies as exceptional was a central component in their
emerging identity. The success of the American Revolution helped subordinate Americans' long-standing
sense of cultural inferiority to a more positive sense of collective self that sharpened and intensified the
concept of American exceptionalism.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Schindler:

The book The Intellectual Construction of America: Exceptionalism and Identity From 1492 to 1800 will
bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Intellectual Construction
of America: Exceptionalism and Identity From 1492 to 1800 is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Matthew Hansen:

The book with title The Intellectual Construction of America: Exceptionalism and Identity From 1492 to
1800 posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Marylou Arroyo:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Intellectual Construction of America:
Exceptionalism and Identity From 1492 to 1800, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Patricia Whetsel:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is The Intellectual Construction of America: Exceptionalism and Identity From
1492 to 1800. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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