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A discussion of Theodor Adorno’s Aesthetic Theory is bound to look significantly different today than it
would have looked when the book was first published in 1970, or when it first appeared in English
translation in the 1980s. In The Fleeting Promise of Art, Peter Uwe Hohendahl reexamines Aesthetic Theory
along with Adorno’s other writings on aesthetics in light of the unexpected return of the aesthetic to today’s
cultural debates.

Is Adorno’s aesthetic theory still relevant today? Hohendahl answers this question with an emphatic yes. As
he shows, a careful reading of the work exposes different questions and arguments today than it did in the
past. Over the years Adorno’s concern over the fate of art in a late capitalist society has met with everything
from suspicion to indifference. In part this could be explained by relative unfamiliarity with the German
dialectical tradition in North America. Today’s debate is better informed, more multifaceted, and further
removed from the immediate aftermath of the Cold War and of the shadow of postmodernism.

Adorno’s insistence on the radical autonomy of the artwork has much to offer contemporary discussions of
art and the aesthetic in search of new responses to the pervasive effects of a neoliberal art market and culture
industry. Focusing specifically on Adorno’s engagement with literary works, Hohendahl shows how
radically transformative Adorno’s ideas have been and how thoroughly they have shaped current discussions
in aesthetics. Among the topics he considers are the role of art in modernism and postmodernism, the truth
claims of artworks, the function of the ugly in modern artworks, the precarious value of the literary tradition,
and the surprising significance of realism for Adorno.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Maltby:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Fleeting Promise of Art: Adorno's Aesthetic Theory Revisited.

Mary Manzo:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually The Fleeting Promise of Art: Adorno's Aesthetic Theory Revisited.

Susan Brooks:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Fleeting Promise of Art: Adorno's
Aesthetic Theory Revisited can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Fleeting Promise of Art: Adorno's Aesthetic Theory Revisited.

Carl Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Fleeting Promise of
Art: Adorno's Aesthetic Theory Revisited.
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