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A profound meditation on Leopardi’s art and thought as well as a reframing and reassertion of Negri’s own
philosophical and political project of liberation.

Antonio Negri, one of Italy’s most influential and controversial contemporary philosophers, offers in this
book a radical new interpretation of the nineteenth-century Italian poet Giacomo Leopardi. For Negri,
Leopardi is not the bitter, idealistic individualist of conventional literary history, but rather a profoundly
materialist thinker who sees human solidarity as the only possible solution to the catastrophes of history and
politics. Negri traces Leopardi’s resistance to the transcendental idealism of Kant and Hegel, with its
emphasis on reason’s power to resolve real antagonisms into abstract syntheses, and his gradual development
of a sophisticated poetic materialism focused on the constructive power of the imagination and its “true
illusions.” Like Nietzsche (who admired him), Leopardi provides an alternative to modernity within
modernity, expressing a force of rupture and recomposition—a uniquely Italian one—that is as relevant now
as it was in the nineteenth century, and which connects to the theory of Empire as the political constitution of
the present that Negri has elaborated in collaboration with Michael Hardt.

Antonio Negri is the coauthor (with Michael Hardt) of Empire; Multitude: War and Democracy in the Age of
Empire; and Commonwealth.

Timothy S. Murphy is Houston-Truax-Wentz Professor of English at Oklahoma State University. He has
translated several of Negri’s works, including Trilogy of Resistance; Books for Burning: Between Civil War
and Democracy in 1970s Italy; and Subversive Spinoza: (Un)contemporary Variations.
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From reader reviews:

Christa Nisbet:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's
Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Eric Vegas:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY
series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy) as the daily resource information.

Shirley Eagle:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's
Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy) e-book written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still question Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary
Italian Philosophy) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Isabel Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Flower of the
Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy).
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