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Dacia Maraini’s Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed focuses on Dacia Maraini’s narrative from about
1984 to 2004 and makes substantive use of her interviews and essays. While acknowledging the importance
and ongoing validity of feminist scholarship of Maraini’s work, this book seeks to take scholarship on
Maraini beyond feminist readings by identifying a critical framework that cuts across gender and genre and
thereby invites alternative readings. Using a method of close textual analysis, the author includes studies of
men, children, animals, and imaginary characters in Maraini’s narrative, analyzes language, character,
motifs, and symbols, and considers some of Maraini’s work in light of declining postmodern and emerging
posthuman critical social theory.

This critical framework identifies the paradigm of reconstruction as narrative center, both strategy and
theme, of many of Maraini’s works from this twenty-year-period and beyond. Reconstruction here signifies
the strategies by which Maraini’s deep investment in survival, which has its roots in the life threatening
conditions she experienced as a small child in a WWII Japanese concentration camp, is enacted in a narrative
re-building and re-constructing of personal memory, of various personal, social and political histories, of
motherhood and maternal discourses, of crime stories, of postmodern fragmentation, and even of the process
of erasure itself. Maraini’s narrative is deeply attentive to the mechanisms that threaten survival of the body
(and not just the woman’s body); psychological and aesthetic survival; the survival in the Italian canon of a
woman author’s work, memory and legacy after her death; the survival of a drug-addicted and self-
destructive younger generation; and by extension, collective and ecological survival. Never marked by
nihilism or despair, Maraini’s narratives offer the ethos of reconstruction as a variation on the “begin again”
that marks the end of many of her novels and, as we can see in Colomba, her own aesthetic process of
renewal and regeneration.

This book focuses primarily on Il treno per Helsinki (1984), Isolina (1985), some of her short stories for
children, La nave per Kobe: Diari giapponesi di mia madre (2001), Buio (Strega Literary Prize, 1999), and
Colomba (2004).
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh
Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Dacia Maraini's Narratives of
Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Dacia Maraini's Narratives of
Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tara Scribner:

This book untitled Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Italian Studies) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Simona Vela:

Precisely why? Because this Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh
Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Lorene Lord:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival: (Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Italian Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?



To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Dacia Maraini's Narratives of Survival:
(Re)Constructed (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies). You can more inviting
than now.
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