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The publication of Portnoy’s Complaint in 1969 provoked instant, powerful reactions. It blasted Philip Roth
into international fame, subjected him to unrelenting personal scrutiny and conjecture, and shocked legions
of readers—some delighted, others appalled. Portnoy and other main characters became instant archetypes,
and Roth himself became a touchstone for conflicting attitudes toward sexual liberation, Jewish power,
political correctness, Freudian language, and bourgeois disgust. What about this book inspired Richard
Lacayo of Time to describe it as “a literary instance of shock and awe,” and the Modern Library to list it
among the 100 best English-language novels of the twentieth century?

Bernard Avishai offers a witty exploration of Roth’s satiric masterpiece, based on the prolific novelist's own
writings, teaching notes, and personal interviews. In addition to discussing the book’s timing, rhetorical
gambit, and sheer virtuousity, Avishai includes a chapter on the Jewish community’s outrage over the book
and how Roth survived it, and another on the author’s scorching treatment of psychoanalysis. Avishai shows
that Roth’s irreverent novel left us questioning who, or what, was the object of the satire. Hilariously, it
proved the serious ways we construct fictions about ourselves and others.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Promiscuous: "Portnoy's
Complaint" and Our Doomed Pursuit of Happiness book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Matthew Ibarra:

This Promiscuous: "Portnoy's Complaint" and Our Doomed Pursuit of Happiness are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Promiscuous: "Portnoy's Complaint" and Our
Doomed Pursuit of Happiness can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your before knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Promiscuous: "Portnoy's Complaint" and Our Doomed Pursuit of
Happiness giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jose Rivera:

You will get this Promiscuous: "Portnoy's Complaint" and Our Doomed Pursuit of Happiness by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Carmen Pinto:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Promiscuous: "Portnoy's Complaint" and Our Doomed
Pursuit of Happiness was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Promiscuous: "Portnoy's Complaint" and Our Doomed Pursuit of Happiness has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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