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Chicago was the nation's deadliest city in 2001, recording 666 homicides. For lawyers in the Cook County
Public Defender's Office Murder Task Force, that meant a steady flow of new clients. Eight out of ten people
arrested for murder in Chicago are represented by public defenders. They're assigned the most challenging
and seemingly hopeless cases, yet they always fight to win.

One of those lawyers is Marijane Placek, a snakeskin boot-wearing, Shakespeare-quoting nonconformist
whose courtroom bravado and sharp legal skills have made her a well-known figure around the courthouse.
When an ex-convict was arrested on charges of killing a Chicago police officer that deadly year, Placek got
the high-profile case, and her defense forms the hub around which the book's narrative revolves.

Veteran journalist Kevin Davis reveals the compelling true story of a team of battle-scarred lawyers fighting
against all odds. Unflinching, gripping, and full of surprises, Defending the Damned is an unforgettable
human story and engaging courtroom drama where life and death hang in the balance. Davis explores the
motives that compel these lawyers to come to work in this dark corner of the criminal justice system and
exposes their insular and often misunderstood world.

This groundbreaking work comes at a time when the country has seen how wrongful convictions have
slipped through the system, that innocent people have been sent to death row, and that some police have lied
or coerced suspects into confessing to crimes they did not commit. Such flaws drive these public defenders
even harder to do their jobs, providing scrutiny to a long ignored and often broken system.

Davis's reporting offers an unvarnished account of public defenders as never seen before. A powerful
melding of courtroom drama and penetrating truecrime journalism, Defending the Damned is narrative
nonfiction at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Linneman:

The publication with title Defending the Damned: Inside Chicago's Cook County Public Defender's Office
includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Marlon Duenas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Defending the Damned: Inside
Chicago's Cook County Public Defender's Office publication written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
doubt Defending the Damned: Inside Chicago's Cook County Public Defender's Office as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Barbara Palmer:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Defending the Damned: Inside Chicago's Cook County Public Defender's Office can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Bruno Reed:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Defending the Damned: Inside Chicago's Cook County
Public Defender's Office was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Defending
the Damned: Inside Chicago's Cook County Public Defender's Office has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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