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After the Civil War, Congress required ten former Confederate states to rewrite their constitutions before
they could be readmitted to the Union. An electorate composed of newly enfranchised former slaves, native
southern whites (minus significant numbers of disenfranchised former Confederate officials), and a small
contingent of "carpetbaggers," or outside whites, sent delegates to ten constitutional conventions.
Derogatorily labeled "black and tan" by their detractors, these assemblies wrote constitutions and submitted
them to Congress and to the voters in their respective states for approval. Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and
Scalawags offers a quantitative study of these decisive but little-understood assemblies -- the first elected
bodies in the United States to include a significant number of blacks.

Richard L. Hume and Jerry B. Gough scoured manuscript census returns to determine the age, occupation,
property holdings, literacy, and slaveholdings of 839 of the conventions' 1,018 delegates. Carefully
analyzing convention voting records on certain issues -- including race, suffrage, and government structure --
they correlate delegates' voting patterns with their racial and socioeconomic status. The authors then assign a
"Republican support score" to each delegate who voted often enough to count, establishing the degree to
which each delegate adhered to the Republican leaders' program at his convention. Using these scores, they
divide the delegates into three groups -- radicals, swing voters, and conservatives -- and incorporate their
quantitative findings into the narrative histories of each convention, providing, for the first time, a detailed
analysis of these long-overlooked assemblies.

Hume and Gough's comprehensive study offers an objective look at the accomplishments and shortcomings
of the conventions and humanizes the delegates who have until now been understood largely as stereotypes.
Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags provides an essential reference guide for anyone seeking a better
understanding of the Reconstruction era.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional
Conventions of Radical Reconstruction can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Justin Moore:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of
Radical Reconstruction will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Jose Callender:

Beside this Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical
Reconstruction in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and
Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
and also read it from at this point!

Kay Davidson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags:
The Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be



initially opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and
Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction can to be your new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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