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Written in a unique biographical format, Robert Willoughby interweaves the stories of six brothers who
shaped the American trans-Mississippi West during the first five decades of the nineteenth century. After
migrating from French Canada to St. Louis, the brothers Robidoux—Joseph, Francois, Antoine, Louis,
Michel, and Isadore—and their father, Joseph, became significant members in the business, fur trading, and
land speculation communities, frequently interacting with upper-class members of the French society.

            Upon coming of age, the brothers followed their father into the fur business and American Indian
trade. The oldest of the six, Joseph, led the group on an expedition up the Missouri River as Lewis and Clark
had once done, designating a path of trade sites along their journey until they reached their destination at
present-day Omaha, Nebraska. Eventually the younger brothers set out on their own westward expedition in
the mid 1820s, reaching both Colorado and Santa Fe, New Mexico. Joseph eventually became a town
founder in northwest Missouri near Blacksnake Creek. Antoine and Louis traveled as far as California,
finally settling in Santa Fe where they became prominent citizens. As a trapper and trader, Michel endured
many hardships and close calls during his journey across the West. Francois and Isadore made their home in
New Mexico, maintaining a close relationship with Joseph in Missouri.

Though frequently under contract by others, the brothers did their best work when allowed to freelance and
make their own rules. The brothers would ultimately pass on their prosperous legacy of ranging, exploring,
trading, and town-building to a new generation of settlers. As the nature of the fur trade changed, so did the
brothers’ business model. They began focusing on outfitting western migrants, town folk, and farmers. Their
practices made each of them wealthy; however, they all died poor.

            To understand the opening of the American West, one must first know about men like the brothers
Robidoux. Their lives are the framework for stories about the American frontier. By using primary sources
located at the Missouri Historical Society, the Mexican Archives of New Mexico, and the Huntington
Library, as well as contemporary accounts written by those who knew them, Willoughby has now told the
Robidouxs’ story.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important usually. The book The Brothers Robidoux and the Opening of the
American West was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Brothers Robidoux and the Opening of the
American West is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book
The Brothers Robidoux and the Opening of the American West. You never feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Loren Benton:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Brothers Robidoux and the
Opening of the American West book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Edgar Curtis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Brothers Robidoux and the Opening of the
American West is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Betty Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Brothers Robidoux and the
Opening of the American West.
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