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Perhaps no twentieth century writer was so observant and elegant a chronicler of his times as Truman
Capote. Whether he was profiling the rich and famous or creating indelible word-pictures of events and
places near and far, Capote’s eye for detail and dazzling style made his reportage and commentary
undeniable triumphs of the form.

Portraits and Observations is the first volume devoted solely to all the essays ever published by this most
beloved of writers. From his travel sketches of Brooklyn, New Orleans, and Hollywood, written when he
was twenty-two, to meditations about fame, fortune, and the writer’s art at the peak of his career, to the brief
works penned during the isolated denouement of his life, these essays provide an essential window into mid-
twentieth-century America as offered by one of its canniest observers. Included are such celebrated
masterpieces of narrative nonfiction as “The Muses Are Heard” and the short nonfiction novel “Handcarved
Coffins,” as well as many long-out-of-print essays, including portraits of Isak Dinesen, Mae West, Marcel
Duchamp, Humphrey Bogart, and Marilyn Monroe.

Among the highlights are “Ghosts in Sunlight: The Filming of In Cold Blood, “Preface to Music for
Chameleons, in which Capote candidly recounts the highs and lows of his long career, and a playful self-
portrait in the form of an imaginary self-interview. The book concludes with the author’s last written words,
composed the day before his death in 1984, the recently discovered
“Remembering Willa Cather,” Capote’s touching recollection of his encounter with the author when he was
a young man at the dawn of his career.

Portraits and Observations puts on display the full spectrum of Truman Capote’s brilliance. Certainly,
Capote was, as Somerset Maugham famously called him, “a stylist of the first quality.” But as the pieces
gathered here remind us, he was also an artist of remarkable substance.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Portraits and Observations (Modern
Library) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Matthew Gregg:

Portraits and Observations (Modern Library) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Portraits and Observations
(Modern Library) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gerald Sosa:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Portraits and Observations (Modern Library) this publication consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Douglas Anderson:

This Portraits and Observations (Modern Library) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Portraits and Observations (Modern
Library) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide
is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
along with knowledge.
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