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During Justice Sonya Sotomayor’s recent confirmation hearings, the idea of “biography” played a high-
profile role in the debate. How much does a person’s experience affect his or her judicial opinions? Should
personal history be a key consideration when determining qualifications to sit on the highest court in the
land? In this impeccably researched book, journalist Bill Barnhart and retired lawyer and former legislator
Gene Schlickman paint a detailed portrait of Justice John Paul Stevens’s remarkable life and tenure on the
Court. Through vivid family history and a careful look at his work on the bench, Barnhart and Schlickman
offer the first biography of the second longest serving Supreme Court justice of the modern era—one who
has proudly earned the title of the Court’s most prolific dissenter.

To provide a nuanced and multifaceted look at the justice, Barnhart and Schlickman interviewed Stevens and
an extraordinary number of Stevens’s friends and family members, former clerks, current colleagues,
politicians, and court watchers. They spoke with such public figures as former President Ford, former Ford
chief of staff Donald Rumsfeld, and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Interviews with Stevens’s children and
one of his brothers provide personal insights into the man behind the robe. Tales of his childhood, of
growing up in an affluent family in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood, and of the family business,
including The Stevens Hotel (now the Chicago Hilton and Towers), create a rich portrait of the independent
man and judge. Intimate anecdotes from Stevens’s former law clerks reveal the lighter side of some of the
most serious work in the country.

Barnhart and Schlickman also give careful consideration to Stevens’s career. They trace his early years as a
Chicago lawyer, his appointment to the federal appeals bench in Chicago, and his ultimate nomination to the
Supreme Court by Republican President Ford. They examine his best-known opinions, including his
emotional dissents in Texas v. Johnson and Bush v. Gore. They trace his growth as a molder of Court
decisions. In an era of an increasingly politicized judiciary, the story of Stevens’s life, as a lawyer who
joined the bench with no political or ideological baggage, is an urgent reminder of the importance of judicial
impartiality and the need to cultivate it. This vibrant biography will be of interest to those fascinated by the
inner workings of the Supreme Court as well as those who simply want to learn more about one of Chicago’s
favorite sons.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Matson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book John Paul Stevens: An
Independent Life. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Marlene Tiggs:

The particular book John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Rose Heck:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Eduardo Fernandez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life when you desired it?
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