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If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That, by Thomas Klingler, is an in-depth study of the Creole language
spoken in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana, a community situated on the west bank of the Mississippi River
above Baton Rouge that dates back to the early eighteenth century. The first comprehensive grammatical
description of this particular variety of Louisiana Creole, Klingler's work is timely indeed, since most Creole
speakers in the Pointe Coupee area are over sixty-five and the language is not being passed on to younger
generations. It preserves and explains an important yet little understood part of America's cultural heritage
that is rapidly disappearing.

The heart of the book is a detailed morphosyntactic description based on some 150 hours of interviews with
Pointe Coupee Creole speakers. Each grammatical feature is amply illustrated with contextual examples, and
Klingler's descriptive framework will facilitate comparative research. The author also provides historical and
sociolinguistic background information on the region, examining economic, demographic, and social
conditions that contributed to the formation and spread of Creole in Louisiana. Pointe Coupee Creole is
unusual, and in some cases unique, because of such factors as the parish's early exposure to English, its rapid
development of a plantation economy, and its relative insulation from Cajun French.

The volume concludes with transcriptions and English translations of Creole folk tales and of Klingler's
conversations with Pointe Coupee's residents, a treasure trove of cultural and linguistic raw data. This kind of
rarely printed material will be essential in preserving Creole in the future. Encylopedic in its approach and
featuring a comprehensive bibliography, If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That is a rich resource for those
interested in the development of Louisiana Creole and in Francophony.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Tyrrell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called If I Could
Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jack Godina:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, along with soon. The If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee
Parish, Louisiana provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Lowell Seymour:

This If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe
Coupee Parish, Louisiana can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy
to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Neil Espinoza:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The
Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book If I Could Turn My Tongue Like That: The Creole Language of Pointe Coupee Parish,
Louisiana has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you



personally and try to like reading in which.
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