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During the Cold War an unlikely coalition of poets, editors, and politicians converged in an attempt to
discredit--if not destroy--the American modernist avant-garde. Ideologically diverse yet willing to bespeak
their hatred of modern poetry through the rhetoric of anticommunism, these "anticommunist antimodernists,"
as Alan Filreis dubs them, joined associations such as the League for Sanity in Poetry to decry the modernist
"conspiracy" against form and language. In Counter-revolution of the Word Filreis narrates the story of this
movement and assesses its effect on American poetry and poetics.

Although the antimodernists expressed their disapproval through ideological language, their hatred of
experimental poetry was ultimately not political but aesthetic, Filreis argues. By analyzing correspondence,
decoding pseudonyms, drawing new connections through the archives, and conducting interviews, Filreis
shows that an informal network of antimodernists was effective in suppressing or distorting the postwar
careers of many poets whose work had appeared regularly in the 1930s. Insofar as modernism had consorted
with radicalism in the Red Decade, antimodernists in the 1950s worked to sever those connections,
fantasized a formal and unpolitical pre-Depression High Modern moment, and assiduously sought to de-
radicalize the remnant avant-garde. Filreis's analysis provides new insight into why experimental poetry has
aroused such fear and alarm among American conservatives.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl McLean:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960.

Lula Barnes:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 to read.

Margaret Pinson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a book. The book Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry,
1945-1960 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book offers high quality.

Ruth Snider:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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