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Asked how the Missouri State Penitentiary compared to other famous prisons, a historian and former prison
administrator replied, “ It’s older and meaner.” For 168 years, it was everything other prisons were and more.

            In TheMissouri State Penitentiary, Jamie Pamela Rasmussen recounts the long and fascinating
history of the place, focusing on the stories of inmates and the struggles by prison officials to provide
opportunities for reform while keeping costs down. Tales of prominent prisoners, including Pretty Boy
Floyd, Sonny Liston, and James Earl Ray, provide intrigue and insight into the institution’s infamous
reputation.

            The founding of the penitentiary helped solidify Jefferson City’s position as the state capital. A
highlight in the chapter on the Civil War years is the story of George Thompson, who was imprisoned for
attempting to help a number of slaves to freedom. The narrative enters the twentieth century with the
controversy surrounding the various systems of inmate labor; the effort to make the prison self-supporting
eventually caused punishment to be driven by factory needs. The example of Firebug Johnson demonstrates
how inmates reacted to the prison labor system while Kate Richards O’Hare’s struggles and efforts to
improve conditions in the penitentiary illuminate the role of women in the system at the time. A full chapter
is devoted to the riot of 1954, and another concentrates on the reforms made in the wake of that catastrophe.
Rasmussen also considers the effect inmate lawsuits during the 1980s and 1990s had on prison life before
telling the story of the decision to close the prison.

            The Missouri State Penitentiary provides a fitting account of an institution that was part of Missouri’s
history for well over a century. Numerous illustrations and a list of recommended reading contribute to the
readers’ understanding of the history of the institution.
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From reader reviews:

Stuart Ross:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Missouri State Penitentiary: 170
Years inside "The Walls" (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading
a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Kathryn Richardson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Missouri State Penitentiary: 170 Years
inside "The Walls" (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) had been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
book The Missouri State Penitentiary: 170 Years inside "The Walls" (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS)
is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Missouri State
Penitentiary: 170 Years inside "The Walls" (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS). You never experience
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Janice Smith:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Missouri State Penitentiary: 170 Years inside "The
Walls" (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) as your daily resource information.

Patricia Bush:

The book untitled The Missouri State Penitentiary: 170 Years inside "The Walls" (MISSOURI HERITAGE
READERS) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open



their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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