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Arguing for the importance of wit beyond its use as a literary device, Roger D. Lund outlines the process by
which writers in Restoration and eighteenth-century England struggled to define an appropriate role for wit
in the public sphere. He traces its unpredictable effects in works of philosophy, religious pamphlets, and
legal writing and examines what happens when literary wit is deliberately used to undermine the judgment of
individuals and to destabilize established institutions of church and state. Beginning with a discussion of
wit's association with deception, Lund suggests that suspicion of wit and the imagination emerges in attacks
on the Restoration stage, in the persecution of The Craftsman, and in criticism directed at Thomas Hobbes's
Leviathan and works by writers like the Earl of Shaftesbury, Thomas Woolston, and Thomas Paine.
Anxieties about wit, Lund shows, were in part responsible for attempts to suppress new communal venues
such as coffee houses and clubs and for the Church's condemnation of the seditious pamphlets made possible
by the lapse of the Licensing Act in 1695. Finally, the establishment's conviction that wit, ridicule, satire, and
innuendo are subversive rhetorical forms is glaringly at play in attempts to use libel trials to translate the fear
of wit as a metaphorical transgression of public decorum into an actual violation of the civil code.
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From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

Here thing why this kind of Ridicule, Religion and the Politics of Wit in Augustan England are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Ridicule, Religion and the Politics of Wit in Augustan England giving
you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with Ridicule, Religion and the Politics of Wit in Augustan England. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Ridicule, Religion and the Politics of Wit in Augustan England in e-book can be your choice.

Jason Norfleet:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ridicule, Religion and the Politics of Wit in Augustan
England as your daily resource information.

Donald Benson:

The book Ridicule, Religion and the Politics of Wit in Augustan England has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this book.

Jack Murray:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Ridicule, Religion and the Politics of Wit in Augustan England this guide
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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