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Shining new light on early American prison literature—from its origins in last words, dying warnings, and
gallows literature to its later works of autobiography, exposé, and imaginative literature—Reading
Prisoners weaves together insights about the rise of the early American penitentiary, the history of early
American literacy instruction, and the transformation of crime writing in the “long” eighteenth century. 

Looking first at colonial America—an era often said to devalue jailhouse literacy—Jodi Schorb reveals that
in fact this era launched the literate prisoner into public prominence. Criminal confessions published between
1700 and 1740, she shows, were crucial “literacy events” that sparked widespread public fascination with the
reading habits of the condemned, consistent with the evangelical revivalism that culminated in the first Great
Awakening. By century’s end, narratives by condemned criminals helped an audience of new writers
navigate the perils and promises of expanded literacy.

Schorb takes us off the scaffold and inside the private world of the first penitentiaries—such as
Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Prison and New York’s Newgate, Auburn, and Sing Sing. She unveils the long
and contentious struggle over the value of prisoner education that ultimately led to sporadic efforts to supply
prisoners with books and education. Indeed, a new philosophy emerged, one that argued that prisoners were
best served by silence and hard labor, not by reading and writing—a stance that a new generation of convict
authors vociferously protested.

The staggering rise of mass incarceration in America since the 1970s has brought the issue of prisoner
rehabilitation once again to the fore. Reading Prisoners offers vital background to the ongoing, crucial
debates over the benefits of prisoner education.
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From reader reviews:

Patrice Gasaway:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Reading Prisoners: Literature, Literacy, and the
Transformation of American Punishment, 1700-1845 (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Arlene Wilson:

Reading Prisoners: Literature, Literacy, and the Transformation of American Punishment, 1700-1845
(Critical Issues in Crime and Society) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
get every word into delight arrangement in writing Reading Prisoners: Literature, Literacy, and the
Transformation of American Punishment, 1700-1845 (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) yet doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Lorraine Paisley:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Reading Prisoners:
Literature, Literacy, and the Transformation of American Punishment, 1700-1845 (Critical Issues in Crime
and Society) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Francis Lopez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Reading Prisoners: Literature, Literacy, and
the Transformation of American Punishment, 1700-1845 (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Reading Prisoners: Literature,
Literacy, and the Transformation of American Punishment, 1700-1845 (Critical Issues in Crime and Society)
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it



offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading in which.
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