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Challenging notions of race and sexuality presumed to have originated and flourished in the slave South,
Diane Miller Sommerville traces the evolution of white southerners' fears of black rape by examining actual
cases of black-on-white rape throughout the nineteenth century.

Sommerville demonstrates that despite draconian statutes, accused black rapists frequently avoided
execution or castration, largely due to intervention by members of the white community. This leniency belies
claims that antebellum white southerners were overcome with anxiety about black rape. In fact, Sommerville
argues, there was great fluidity across racial and sexual lines as well as a greater tolerance among whites for
intimacy between black males and white females. According to Sommerville, pervasive misogyny fused with
class prejudices to shape white responses to accusations of black rape even during the Civil War and
Reconstruction periods, a testament to the staying power of ideas about poor women's innate depravity.

Based predominantly on court records and supporting legal documentation, Sommerville's examination
forces a reassessment of long-held assumptions about the South and race relations as she remaps the social
and racial terrain on which southerners--black and white, rich and poor--related to one another over the long
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

The book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Rape and Race in the
Nineteenth-Century South to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and
read a guide Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Daniel Butler:

The book untitled Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Tammy Ely:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Chris Barrentine:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century
South to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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