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"What have I in common with Jews? I hardly have anything in common with myself!"
--Franz Kafka

Kafka's quip--paradoxical, self-questioning, ironic--highlights vividly some of the key issues of identity and
self-representation for Jewish writers in the 20th century. No group of writers better represents the problems
of Jewish identity than Jewish poets writing in the American modernist tradition--specifically secular Jews:
those disdainful or suspicious of organized religion, yet forever shaped by those traditions.

This collection of essays is the first to address this often obscured dimension of modern and contemporary
poetry: the secular Jewish dimension. Editors Daniel Morris and Stephen Paul Miller asked their contributors
to address what constitutes radical poetry written by Jews defined as "secular," and whether or not there is a
Jewish component or dimension to radical and modernist poetic practice in general. These poets and critics
address these questions by exploring the legacy of those poets who preceded and influenced them--Stein,
Zukofsky, Reznikoff, Oppen, and Ginsberg, among others.

While there is no easy answer for these writers about what it means to be a Jew, in their responses there is a
rich sense of how being Jewish reflects on their aesthetics and practices as poets, and how the tradition of the
avant-garde informs their identities as Jews. Fragmented identities, irony, skepticism, a sense of self as
"other" or "outsider," distrust of the literal, and belief in a tradition that questions rather than answers--these
are some of the qualities these poets see as common to themselves, the poetry they make, and the tradition
they work within.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish
Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Richard Riggins:

This Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) usually are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish
Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish
Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Inez Tuller:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Yvonne Webb:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish
Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics).
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