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If environmental protection is costly, how much should we spend on pollution control? Is it worth reducing
pollution to zero, or should we accept some level of pollution because of the economic benefits associated
with it? How can we assess the benefits that people get from a less-polluted atmosphere?

In broad terms, environmental economics looks at how economic activity and policy affect the environment
in which we live. Some production generates pollution, such as power station emissions causing acid rain
and contributing to global warming, but household consumption decisions also affect the environment, where
more consumption can mean more waste sent to polluting incinerators. However, pollution is not an
inevitable consequence of economic activity - environmental policies can require
polluting firms to clean up their emissions, and can encourage people to change their behaviour, through
environmental taxes on polluting goods, for example. Generally, though, these measures will involve some
costs, such as installing pollution control equipment. So there's a trade-off: a cleaner
environment, but economic costs. In recent years, many economists have argued for greater use of incentive
in the form of pollution charges and emissions trading rather than more traditional direct regulation of
polluters.

In this Very Short Introduction, Stephen Smith discusses environmental issues including pollution control,
reducing environmental damage, and global climate change policies, answering questions about how we
should balance environmental and economic considerations, and what form government policies should take.
Including many illustrative case studies and examples he shows that this is an exciting field of economics,
and one that is at the heart of many public debates and controversies.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Environmental
Economics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Bruce Alexander:

The reserve with title Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Deidra Hird:

This Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Manda Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Environmental Economics:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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