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It’s the late 1980s, just before the fall of the Berlin Wall, and Robert Cherney, a 30-year-old aspiring writer,
has left New York City for a job teaching tennis in Munich. Aside from private lessons, he coaches the
Maccabi Club men's league team, a motley group of neurotics whose eccentricities seem exacerbated by their
situation as Jews living in Germany. They have made fortunes in postwar Germany but are hounded daily by
the ghosts of the past and wracked with guilt over living so blithely among their parents’ tormentors. One of
the players on Robert's team is his best friend in Munich, Max Altmann, a successful and wealthy young
businessman who is also Robert’s employer, landlord, provocateur, and guide to Munich's nightlife. In
addition to trying to figure out his life and not go crazy teaching tennis, Robert is trying to forget Lexa, the
focus of years of erotic obsession back in New York. Helping him are Ingrid, a 40-ish Maccabi member and
tennis pupil, and Veronique, a 25-year-old Jewish graduate student whom Max tries to set up with Robert.
Love, tennis, sex, frustrated artistic ambition, and the dilemma of being a German Jew are all ingredients of
this literary delight that is at turns serious and comedic.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

In other case, little folks like to read book A Backhanded Gift: A Novel. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book A
Backhanded Gift: A Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Kathleen Owens:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book A Backhanded Gift: A Novel had been making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
reserve A Backhanded Gift: A Novel is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship while using book A Backhanded Gift: A Novel. You never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Robert Franco:

The guide untitled A Backhanded Gift: A Novel is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of A Backhanded Gift: A Novel from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Wilson Gonzalez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be A Backhanded Gift: A Novel why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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