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Using the life and career of her father, an early Hollywood actor, New Yorker writer Margaret Talbot tells the
thrilling story of the rise of popular culture through a transfixing personal lens. The arc of Lyle Talbot’s
career is in fact the story of American entertainment. Born in 1902, Lyle left his home in small-town
Nebraska in 1918 to join a traveling carnival. From there he became a magician’s assistant, an actor in a
traveling theater troupe, a romantic lead in early talkies, then an actor in major Warner Bros. pictures with
stars such as Humphrey Bogart and Carole Lombard, then an actor in cult B movies, and finally a part of the
advent of television, with regular roles on The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet and Leave It to Beaver.
Ultimately, his career spanned the entire trajectory of the industry.

In her captivating, impeccably researched narrative—a charmed combination of Hollywood history, social
history, and family memoir—Margaret Talbot conjures warmth and nostalgia for those earlier eras of ’10s
and ’20s small-town America, ’30s and ’40s Hollywood. She transports us to an alluring time, simpler but
also exciting, and illustrates the changing face of her father’s America, all while telling the story of mass
entertainment across the first half of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hardin:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Entertainer: Movies, Magic, and My
Father's Twentieth Century book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Dwight Ambrose:

The event that you get from The Entertainer: Movies, Magic, and My Father's Twentieth Century is a more
deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Entertainer: Movies, Magic, and My Father's Twentieth
Century giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this The
Entertainer: Movies, Magic, and My Father's Twentieth Century instantly.

Doreen Looney:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Entertainer: Movies, Magic, and My Father's Twentieth Century
as your daily resource information.

Peter Landon:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely The Entertainer: Movies, Magic, and My Father's Twentieth Century.
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