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The typical American family has changed dramatically since the days of "Ozzie and Harriet" and "Father
Knows Best." Double-income families are now the rule, and fathers are much more involved in raising the
children and cleaning house. Reactions to these changes have been diverse, ranging from grave misgivings to
a sense of liberation and new possibility. Groups as diverse as Promise Keepers, the Million Man March, and
Robert Bly's mythopoetic men's movement tell us that fathers are important. From the fundamentalist right to
the feminist left, opinions about the changing nature of the family--and the consequent rethinking of gender
roles--have been vehement, if not always very well-founded.
In Family Man, sociologist Scott Coltrane brings a wealth of compelling evidence to this debate over the
American family. Drawing on his own extensive research and many fascinating interviews, Coltrane
explodes many of the common myths about shared parenting, provides first-hand accounts of men's and
women's feelings in two-job families, and reveals some innovative solutions that couples have developed to
balance job and family commitments. Readers will find an insightful discussion of precisely how and why
family life has changed, what forms it may take in the future, and what new kinds of fathers may be on the
horizon. The author firmly places these questions within a broad contextual framework. He provides, for
instance, an illuminating history of the family that shows that, far from being a fixed structure, the family has
always adapted to changing economic, social, and ideological pressures. And by examining how families
operate in a variety of non-industrial societies, he demonstrates that our own notions of gender-specific work
and parenting roles are culturally rather than biologically determined, and thus inherently flexible. And
indeed these roles are changing. While contemporary American women still perform the bulk of domestic
tasks, Family Man gives us decisive evidence that men are becoming increasingly involved in both
housework and childrearing. Coltrane argues convincingly that this trend will continue. Given the current
economic situation--with two-job households now the norm--and the gradual ideological shift away from
restrictive gender roles, more and more couples will find it both necessary and desirable to share the
workload. More important, Coltrane suggests that as fathers participate more fully in raising their children
and performing traditionally female household tasks, men will themselves be transformed by the experience
in profoundly positive ways and American society as a whole will move closer to true gender equity.
Family Man succeeds brilliantly in bringing clarity, perspective, and above all hope to a discussion that is too
often shrill, chaotic, and beset with the rhetoric of nostalgia. It shows us not only exactly where the family is
today, but where it has been and what it may become.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Family Man:
Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Viola Boucher:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Family Man:
Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity
giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Debra Weeks:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and Gender Equity this e-book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Robert McCauley:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Family Man: Fatherhood, Housework, and
Gender Equity can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
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