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The extraordinary writings of Phillis Wheatley, a slave girl turned published poet

In 1761, a young girl arrived in Boston on a slave ship, sold to the Wheatley family, and given the name
Phillis Wheatley. Struck by Phillis' extraordinary precociousness, the Wheatleys provided her with an
education that was unusual for a woman of the time and astonishing for a slave. After studying English and
classical literature, geography, the Bible, and Latin, Phillis published her first poem in 1767 at the age of 14,
winning much public attention and considerable fame. When Boston publishers who doubted its authenticity
rejected an initial collection of her poetry, Wheatley sailed to London in 1773 and found a publisher there for
Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral.

This volume collects both Wheatley's letters and her poetry: hymns, elegies, translations, philosophical
poems, tales, and epyllions--including a poignant plea to the Earl of Dartmouth urging freedom for America
and comparing the country's condition to her own. With her contemplative elegies and her use of the poetic
imagination to escape an unsatisfactory world, Wheatley anticipated the Romantic Movement of the
following century. The appendices to this edition include poems of Wheatley's contemporary African-
American poets: Lucy Terry, Jupiter Harmon, and Francis Williams.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Collins:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Complete Writings as your daily resource
information.

James Martin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Complete Writings why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Margaret Garcia:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Complete Writings was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Misty Ware:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By book
Complete Writings we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being
creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with this book Complete Writings. You can more appealing than now.
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