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Augustine of Hippo was the most prolific and influential writer on reading between antiquity and the
Renaissance, though he left no systematic treatise on the subject. His reluctance to synthesize his views on
other important themes such as the sacraments suggests that he would have been skeptical of any attempt to
bring his statements on reading into a formal theory. Yet Augustine has remained the point of reference to
which all later writers invariably return in their search for the roots of problems concerning reading and
interpretation in the West.

Using Augustine as the touchstone, Brian Stock considers the evolution of the meditative reader within
Western reading practices from classical times to the Renaissance. He looks to the problem of self-
knowledge in the reading culture of late antiquity; engages the related question of ethical values and literary
experience in the same period; and reconsiders Erich Auerbach's interpretation of ancient literary realism.

In subsequent chapters, Stock moves forward to the Middle Ages to explore the attitude of medieval Latin
authors toward the genre of autobiography as a model for self-representation and takes up the problem of
reading, writing, and the self in Petrarch. He compares the role of the reader in Augustine's City of God and
Thomas More's Utopia, and, in a final important move, reframes the problem of European cultural identity
by shifting attention from the continuity and change in spoken language to significant shifts in the practice of
spiritual, silent reading in the Middle Ages and Renaissance. A richly rewarding reflection on the history and
nature of reading, After Augustine promises to be a centerpiece of discussions about the discovery of the self
through literature.
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From reader reviews:

Lucile Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled After Augustine: The Meditative Reader and the Text (Material Texts). Try
to make the book After Augustine: The Meditative Reader and the Text (Material Texts) as your good friend.
It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Nathan Ramsey:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book After Augustine: The Meditative Reader and the Text
(Material Texts) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Bryan Rodriguez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book After Augustine: The Meditative Reader and the
Text (Material Texts) ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book After Augustine: The Meditative Reader
and the Text (Material Texts) is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book After Augustine: The Meditative Reader and the Text (Material Texts). You
never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Anthony Flowers:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This After Augustine: The Meditative Reader and the Text (Material Texts)
book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer regarding After Augustine: The Meditative Reader and the Text (Material Texts) content
conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking After Augustine: The Meditative
Reader and the Text (Material Texts) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?
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