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Taking readers into the darkness of solitary confinement, this searing collection of convict experiences,
academic research, and policy recommendations shines a light on the proliferation of supermax (super-
maximum-security) prisons and the detrimental effects of long-term high-security confinement on prisoners
and their families.

Stephen C. Richards, an ex-convict who served time in nine federal prisons before earning his PhD in
criminology, argues the supermax prison era began in 1983 at USP Marion in southern Illinois, where the
first “control units” were built by the Federal Bureau of Prisons. The Marion Experiment, written from a
convict criminology perspective, offers an introduction to long-term solitary confinement and supermax
prisons, followed by a series of first-person accounts by prisoners—some of whom are scholars—previously
or currently incarcerated in high-security facilities, including some of the roughest prisons in the western
world. Scholars also address the widespread “Marionization” of solitary confinement; its impact on female,
adolescent, and mentally ill prisoners and families; and international perspectives on imprisonment.

As a bold step toward rethinking supermax prisons, Richards presents the most comprehensive view of the
topic to date to raise awareness of the negative aspects of long-term solitary confinement and the need to
reevaluate how prisoners are housed and treated.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary
Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in
Criminology). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax
Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology). You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Lurline Silvester:

The book The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H
Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Marion Experiment: Long-
Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series
in Criminology)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Marion Experiment:
Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson
Series in Criminology) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Tammy Campbell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary
Confinement and the Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in
Criminology) as your daily resource information.

Ashley Gibson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your



knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The Marion Experiment: Long-Term Solitary Confinement and the
Supermax Movement (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) offer you a new
experience in reading a book.
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