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The First English Translation of the Wartime Diaries of the Eldest Daughter of Nicholas II, the Last
Tsar of Russia, with Additional Documents of the Period
In August 1914, Russia entered World War I, and with it, the imperial family of Tsar Nicholas II was thrust
into a conflict they would not survive. His eldest child, Olga Nikolaevna, great-granddaughter of Queen
Victoria, had begun a diary in 1905 when she was ten years old and kept writing her thoughts and
impressions of day-to-day life as a grand duchess until abruptly ending her entries when her father abdicated
his throne in March 1917. Held at the State Archives of the Russian Federation in Moscow, Olga’s diaries
during the wartime period have never been translated into English until this volume. At the outset of the war,
Olga and her sister Tatiana worked as nurses in a military hospital along with their mother, Tsarina
Alexandra. Olga’s younger sisters, Maria and Anastasia, visited the infirmaries to help raise the morale of the
wounded and sick soldiers. The strain was indeed great, as Olga records her impressions of tending to the
officers who had been injured and maimed in the fighting on the Russian front. Concerns about her sickly
brother, Aleksei, abound, as well those for her father, who is seen attempting to manage the ongoing war.
Gregori Rasputin appears in entries, too, in an affectionate manner as one would expect of a family friend.
While the diaries reflect the interests of a young woman, her tone grows increasingly serious as the Russian
army suffers setbacks, Rasputin is ultimately murdered, and a popular movement against her family begins to
grow. At the point Olga ends her writing in 1917, the author continues the story by translating letters and
impressions from family intimates, such as Anna Vyrubova, as well as the diary kept by Nicholas II himself.
Finally, once the imperial family has been put under house arrest by the revolutionaries, we follow events
through observations by Alexander Kerensky, head of the initial Provisional Government, these too in
English translation for the first time. Olga would offer no further personal writings, as she and the rest of her
family were crowded into the basement of a house in the Urals and shot to death in July 1918.

The Diary of Olga Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution, translated and introduced by scientist
and librarian Helen Azar, and supplemented with additional primary source material, is a remarkable
document of a young woman who did not choose to be part of a royal family and never exploited her own
position, but lost her life simply because of what her family represented.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

The experience that you get from The Diary of Olga Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Diary of Olga Romanov: Royal
Witness to the Russian Revolution giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that The Diary of
Olga Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution instantly.

Eloisa Hurd:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this The Diary of Olga
Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution.

Neil McNatt:

This The Diary of Olga Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution is brand new way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Diary of
Olga Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Joshua Miner:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Diary of Olga Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution we can consider more



advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The
Diary of Olga Romanov: Royal Witness to the Russian Revolution. You can more desirable than now.
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