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Earl Woods, the father of young Eldrick "Tiger" Woods, was widely ridiculed in 1996 when, in an article
anointing his son as Sports Illustrated's Sportsman of the Year, he likened Tiger's potential impact to that of
a messiah. This unseemly proclamation appeared to embody all the worst elements of the dreaded sports-
parent who seeks financial windfall and personal validation by pushing his child to excel on the diamond, the
gridiron, the court, or the fairways. But in light of all we know now about Tiger Woods, David Owen asks in
The Chosen One, who is to say that it wasn't Tiger's transcendent greatness all along that induced his father
to guide him, rather than the father pushing the son?
Not since the dawn of competitive tournament golf has anyone distanced himself from the rest of the world
the way Tiger has. He is the best there is at nearly every aspect of the game: the longest driver, the strongest
iron player, the most creative around the greens, and so sharp a clutch putter that when he putts well the
tournament is over, and when he putts badly he often wins anyway. He is a breakthrough athlete in a sport
remarkably resistant to them; in every tournament, Tiger has to beat a hundred-plus competitors, any of
whom can take away a title with a four-day hot streak. When Michael Jordan won all his back-to-back
championships, each night he only had to beat one team.
Tiger is also a breakthrough athlete as one of the first true multicultural icons. There are African-American,
Asian, Native American, and Caucasian elements to his roots; he carries with him parts of so many
ethnicities that he not only shatters stereotypes but renders the whole notion of racial classification irrelevant.
It is ironic that such an athlete would emerge in golf, America's most tradition-bound and racially insensitive
sport.
In The Chosen One, gifted essayist David Owen ponders the social, economic, and athletic implications of
this amazing young man. We are only beginning to see all the ways that Tiger Woods might reshape the
world. Owen's thoughtful, incisive, elegant, and provocative work examines this phenomenon unlike any the
fields of play have ever seen, in a book that will stand alongside John McPhee's A Sense of Where You Are
(about Princeton forward Bill Bradley) among the classic works of sports philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Scott:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Chosen One: Tiger Woods and the Dilemma of Greatness is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Dane People:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Chosen One: Tiger
Woods and the Dilemma of Greatness, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Sherry Ellis:

Often the book The Chosen One: Tiger Woods and the Dilemma of Greatness has a lot details on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Jeff Brown:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. The Chosen One: Tiger Woods and the Dilemma of Greatness can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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