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America’s educational system has a problem with boys, and it’s nothing new.

The question of what to do with boys—the "boy problem"—has vexed educators and social commentators
for more than a century. Contemporary debates about poor academic performance of boys, especially those
of color, point to a myriad of reasons: inadequate and punitive schools, broken families, poverty, and cultural
conflicts. Julia Grant offers a historical perspective on these debates and reveals that it is a perennial issue in
American schooling that says much about gender and education today.

Since the birth of compulsory schooling, educators have contended with what exactly to do with boys of
immigrant, poor, minority backgrounds. Initially, public schools developed vocational education and
organized athletics and technical schools as well as evening and summer continuation schools in response to
the concern that the American culture of masculinity devalued academic success in school.

Urban educators sought ways to deal with the "bad boys"—almost exclusively poor, immigrant, or
migrant—who skipped school, exhibited behavioral problems when they attended, and sometimes landed in
special education classes and reformatory institutions. The problems these boys posed led to
accommodations in public education and juvenile justice system.

This historical study sheds light on contemporary concerns over the academic performance of boys of color
who now flounder in school or languish in the juvenile justice system. Grant's cogent analysis will interest
education policy-makers and educators, as well as scholars of the history of education, childhood, gender
studies, American studies, and urban history.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Boy Problem. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The Boy Problem. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Donald White:

The book The Boy Problem can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the good thing like a book The Boy Problem? Several of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book The Boy Problem has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Clifford Caldwell:

This The Boy Problem book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The
Boy Problem without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Boy Problem can bring once you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Boy Problem having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Ashley Gibson:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Boy Problem can be the reply, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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