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Islamic theocracy is now firmly established in fundamentalist Iran, and waves of fundamentalism are
sweeping the entire Islamic world, and its diaspora.
This book examines the claim of those Islamists who contend that, as a belief system and a way of life, Islam
carries with it a theory of politics and the state which should be applied unquestioningly. Ayubi traces both
the intellectual sources and the socio-economic bases of Political Islam, arguing that it is a modern
phenomenon, dating back only to the inter-war period. He describes its major proponents as urban, educated
and relatively young people, whose energies were mobilised, but whose expectations were not fulfilled by
the post-independence `populist' regimes in the Arab World.
Islamic movements in six countries are studied in detail. Ayubi's distinctively broad definition of politics
encompasses innovative material on sex and the family, and on the emerging alternative economic and social
networks of Islamic banks, schools, and hospitals in the countries discussed.
Ayubi stresses the traditional concern in Islam for the collective enforcement of morals, but argues that there
is no case for the commonly held misconception that politics begins from theological principles in the Arab
world: the historical connection between Islam and politics can be explained as an attempt by the rulers to
legitimise their actions. He suggests that radical Islamists are reversing this position by subjecting politics to
their specific religious views, so their movement is in some senses an anti-state one. He concludes by
discussing possible intellectual responses to fundamentalism, drawing on the thinking of contemporary
Muslim liberals.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the
Arab World is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Bonita Crist:

The reserve untitled Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab
World from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Santiago Klein:

Often the book Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Susan Garrard:

This Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Political Islam: Religion
and Politics in the Arab World can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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