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In Deuteronomy and the Judaean Diaspora Ernest Nicholson challenges the widely accepted view that
Deuteronomy was the 'book of the law' described in 2 Kings 22-3 as the basis of king Josiah's cultic
reformation in 621 BCE. He argues that the notice in this narrative that Josiah abolished the rural, local altars
throughout Judah and supposedly relocated their priests to Jerusalem is based upon a misreading. Rather, he
contends, Deuteronomy derived from
thinkers and writers who lived among the Judaean exiles in Babylonia in the sixth century, and in significant
ways represents a break with pre-exilic Israelite religion occasioned by the urgent need to confront the
challenges to national identity and cultural survival of the Judaean Diaspora community. Leading
features of the book such as its zealous monolatry, its self-presentation as 'scripture', its concept of the
relationship with God as covenanted choice, its pervasive fear of religious encroachment, its character as
'oppositional' literature—these and other themes of the book suggest such a provenance. Issues arising
include, for example, information from Babylonian sources, some of it new, about the Judaean exiles, how
Israel is characterised in the book, kingship, evidence of the emergence
of a body of prophetic 'scripture'. Two final chapters examine the 'Deuteronomistic History' (Joshua-2 Kings)
and show that (contrary to some interpretations) it is not 'historiography' such as is represented by, for
example, Herodotus' Histories, and that theodicy rather than an interest in the past
as a field of critical study best describes its genre.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled Deuteronomy and
the Judaean Diaspora? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Gary Lopez:

The e-book with title Deuteronomy and the Judaean Diaspora includes a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Margaret Parker:

The book untitled Deuteronomy and the Judaean Diaspora contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in
the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone,
or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Kelly Breedlove:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Deuteronomy and the Judaean Diaspora when you necessary it?
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