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As one of the fastest-growing segments of the American population, the children of immigrants are poised to
reshape the country’s political future. The massive rallies for immigration rights in 2006 and the recent push
for the DREAM Act, both heavily supported by immigrant youth, signal the growing political potential of
this crucial group. While many studies have explored the political participation of immigrant adults, we
know comparatively little about what influences civic participation among the children of immigrants.
Coming of Political Age persuasively argues that schools play a central role in integrating immigrant youth
into the political system. The volume shows that the choices we make now in our educational system will
have major consequences for the country’s civic health as the children of immigrants grow and mature as
citizens.

Coming of Political Age draws from an impressive range of data, including two large surveys of adolescents
in high schools and interviews with teachers and students, to provide an insightful analysis of trends in youth
participation in politics. Although the children of both immigrant and native-born parents register and vote at
similar rates, the factors associated with this likelihood are very different. While parental educational levels
largely explain voting behavior among children of native-born parents, this volume demonstrates that
immigrant children’s own education, in particular their exposure to social studies, strongly predicts their
future political participation. Learning more about civic society and putting effort into these classes may
encourage an interest in politics, suggesting that the high school civics curriculum remains highly relevant in
an increasingly disconnected society. Interestingly, although their schooling predicts whether children of
immigrants will vote, how they identify politically depends more on family and community influences. As
budget cuts force school administrators to realign academic priorities, this volume argues that any cutback to
social science programs may effectively curtail the political and civic engagement of the next generation of
voters.

While much of the literature on immigrant assimilation focuses on family and community, Coming of
Political Age argues that schools—and social science courses in particular—may be central to preparing the
leaders of tomorrow. The insights and conclusions presented in this volume are essential to understand how
we can encourage more participation in civic action and improve the functioning of our political system.
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From reader reviews:

Hannah Norton:

The book Coming of Political Age: American Schools and the Civic Development of Immigrant Youth gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make examining a book Coming of Political Age: American Schools and the Civic Development of
Immigrant Youth to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a guide Coming of Political Age: American Schools and the Civic Development of Immigrant
Youth. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Eli Benton:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Coming of Political Age: American Schools
and the Civic Development of Immigrant Youth book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Claire Davis:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be go through. Coming of Political Age: American Schools and the Civic
Development of Immigrant Youth can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.

Sandra Lynn:

The book untitled Coming of Political Age: American Schools and the Civic Development of Immigrant
Youth contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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