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“Fascinating. . . . Williams tells the story of La Guardia and Roosevelt with insight and elegance.”—Edward
Glaeser, New York Times Book Review

City of Ambition is a brilliant history of the New Deal and its role in the making of modern New York City.
The story of a remarkable collaboration between Franklin Roosevelt and Fiorello La Guardia, this is a case
study in creative political leadership in the midst of a devastating depression. Roosevelt and La Guardia were
an odd couple: patrician president and immigrant mayor, fireside chat and tabloid cartoon, pragmatic
Democrat and reform Republican. But together, as leaders of America’s two largest governments in the
depths of the Great Depression, they fashioned a route to recovery for the nation and the master plan for a
great city.

Roosevelt and his “Brain Trust”—shrewd, energetic advisors such as Harold Ickes and Harry
Hopkins—sought to fight the Depression by channeling federal resources through America’s cities and
counties. La Guardia had replaced Tammany Hall cronies with policy experts, such as the imperious Robert
Moses, who were committed to a strong public sector. The two leaders worked closely together. La Guardia
had a direct line of communication with FDR and his staff, often visiting Washington carrying piles of
blueprints. Roosevelt relied on the mayor as his link to the nation’s cities and their needs. The combination
was potent. La Guardia’s Gotham became a laboratory for New Deal reform. Roosevelt’s New Deal
transformed city initiatives into major programs such as the Works Progress Administration, which changed
the physical face of the United States. Together they built parks, bridges, and schools; put the unemployed to
work; and strengthened the Progressive vision of government as serving the public purpose.

Today everyone knows the FDR Drive as a main route to La Guardia Airport. The intersection of steel and
concrete speaks to a pair of dynamic leaders whose collaboration lifted a city and a nation. Here is their
story.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Evans:

The ability that you get from City of Ambition: FDR, LaGuardia, and the Making of Modern New York will
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but City of Ambition: FDR, LaGuardia, and the
Making of Modern New York giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this specific City of Ambition: FDR, LaGuardia, and the Making of Modern New York instantly.

Jack Jackson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read
this City of Ambition: FDR, LaGuardia, and the Making of Modern New York, you may tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Ricky Bradley:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book City of Ambition: FDR, LaGuardia, and the
Making of Modern New York was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book City
of Ambition: FDR, LaGuardia, and the Making of Modern New York has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Sean Jones:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of
book City of Ambition: FDR, LaGuardia, and the Making of Modern New York. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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