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May Sarton’s lifetime of work as a poet, novelist, and essayist inform these illuminating reflections on
the creative life
 
In “The Book of Babylon,” May Sarton remarks that she is not a critic—except of her own work. The essay
addresses questions that have haunted Sarton’s own creative practice, such as the concept of “tension in
equilibrium”—balancing past and present, idea and image. She also cites poems written by others to describe
the joy of writing and how we must give ourselves over to becoming the instruments of our art.
 
“The Design of a Novel” is about fiction writing—where ideas come from, how theme and character
determine plot, the mistakes many fledgling authors make, and how and why the novel differs from the
poem. Further texts examine the act of composing verse, one’s state of mind when writing poetry, the role of
the unconscious, how revising is the loftiest form of creation, and how to keep growing as an artist.
Throughout the collection, Sarton also warns about the dangers of trying to analyze the creative process too
closely.
 
A book that doesn’t separate art from the artist’s life, Writings on Writing is filled with Sarton’s trademark
imagery and insights, letting us know we’re in the hands of a master.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Writings on Writing can be good book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Michelle Beltran:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Writings on Writing guide written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Writings on Writing as good book not only by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Graciela Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Writings on Writing can make you feel more interested to read.

Katrice Fredericksen:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
Writings on Writing we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this time book Writings on Writing. You can more pleasing than now.
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