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The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum is arguably the most important medieval treatise on the symbolism of
church architecture and rituals of worship. Written by the French bishop William Durand of Mende (1230-
1296), the treatise is ranked with the Bible as one of the most frequently copied and disseminated texts in all
of medieval Christianity. It served as an encyclopedic compendium and textbook for liturgists and remains
an indispensable guide for understanding the significance of medieval ecclesiastical art and worship
ceremonies.

This book marks the first English translation of the prologue and book one of the Rationale in almost two
centuries. Timothy M. Thibodeau begins with a brief biography of William Durand and a discussion of the
importance of the work during its time. Thibodeau compares previous translations of the Rationale in the
medieval period and afterward. Then he presents his translation of the prologue and book one. The prologue
discusses the principles of allegorical interpretation of the liturgy, while book one features detailed
descriptions of the various parts of the church and its ecclesiastical ornaments. It also features extensive
commentary on cemeteries, various rites of consecration and dedication, and a discussion of the sacraments.

Thibodeau is a well-respected historian who has published extensively on the history of Christianity and the
liturgy of the medieval Church. He is also coeditor of the critical edition of the Rationale in Latin. His
translation is an indispensable guide for both scholars and general readers who hope to gain a richer
understanding of medieval art, architecture, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of
William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and Book One (Records of Western
Civilization Series) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Arthur Bennett:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is
this The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue
and Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series).

Charlene Rodriquez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of
the Prologue and Book One (Records of Western Civilization Series) can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Beulah Chavez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Rationale Divinorum Officiorum of
William Durand of Mende: A New Translation of the Prologue and Book One (Records of Western



Civilization Series).
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