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For more than two hundred years, book reviewers have influenced American readers, setting our literary
agenda by helping us determine not only what we read but also what we think about what we read. And for
nearly as long, critics of these critics have lambasted book reviews for their overpraise, hostility, banality,
and bias.

            Faint Praise takes a hard and long-overdue look at the institution of book reviewing. Gail Pool,
herself an accomplished reviewer and review editor, analyzes the inner workings of this troubled trade to
show how it works—and why it so often fails to work well. She reveals why bad reviewing happens despite
good intentions and how it is that so many intelligent people who love books can say so many unintelligent
things on their behalf.

            Reviewers have the power to award prestige to authors, give prominence to topics, and shape opinion
and taste; yet most readers have little knowledge of why certain books are selected for review, why certain
reviewers are selected to review them, and why they so often praise books that aren’t all that good. Pool
takes readers behind the scenes to describe how editors choose books for review and assign them to
reviewers, and she examines the additional roles played by publishers, authors, and readers. In describing the
context of reviewing, she reveals a culture with little interest in literature, much antipathy to criticism, and a
decided weakness for praise. In dissecting the language of reviews, Pool demonstrates how it often boils
down to unbelievable hype.

Pool explores the multifaceted world of book reviewing today, contrasting traditional methods of reviewing
with alternative book coverage, from Amazon.com to Oprah, and suggesting how the more established
practices could be revised. She also explores the divide between service journalism practiced by reviewers
versus the alleged high art served up by literary critics—and what this fuzzy boundary between reviewing
and criticism really means.

This is the first book to analyze the field in depth, weighing the inherent difficulties of reviewing against the
unacceptable practices that undermine the very reasons we read—and need—reviews. Faint Praise is a book
not just for those who create and review books but also for everyone who loves books. By demystifying this
hidden process, Pool helps everyone understand how to read reviews—and better decide what to read.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Faint
Praise: The Plight of Book Reviewing in America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

John McCraw:

The publication with title Faint Praise: The Plight of Book Reviewing in America includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Jimmy Hostetter:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Faint Praise: The Plight of Book Reviewing in America your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Faint Praise: The Plight of Book Reviewing in America giving you one
more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Pamela Jernigan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Faint Praise: The Plight of Book Reviewing in America can be
your answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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