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Few issues in contemporary U.S> politics have remained on the public agenda so long and so divisively as
abortion policy. The landmark Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Waade, which held that laws prohibiting
first trimester abortions were illegal because they violated a woman's right to privacy, still generates heated
controversy today, a quarter of a century after it was made. The seeds of that controversy were sown in the
seven years immediately preceding Roe, when state legislatures tried to reconcile religious opposition to
abortion and individuals' civil liberties.

In this groundbreaking book, Rosemary Nossiff examines the force that shaped abortion policy during those
years, and the ways in which states responded to them. To provide in-depth analysis while still looking
broadly at the picture, she studies New York, which passed the  most permissive abortion bill in the country,
and Pennsylvania, which passed one of the most restrictive. That these two states, which share similar
demographic, political, and  economic characteristics, should reach two such different outcomes provides a
perfect case study for observing political dynamics at the state level.

Nossiff examines the medical, religious, and legal discourses employed on both sides of the debate, as well
as the role played by feminist discourse. She looks at the role of the political parties in the campaigns, as
well as such interest groups as the National Council of Catholic Bishops, the Clergy Consultation Service,
the National Organization for Women, and the National Association for the Repeal of Abortion Laws. In
addition, she analyzes the strategies used by both sides, as well as partisan and institutionalized
developments that facilitated success or failure. Finally, in the Epilogue, she assesses the Roe decision and its
aftermath, including an analysis of the pro-life movement in Pennsylvania.

As the author remarks, "Without question people's positions on abortion are shaped by a myriad of social,
moral, and economic factors. But ultimately abortion policy is shaped in the political arena. This book
examines how one of the most intimate decisions a woman makes, whether to continue or terminate a
pregnancy, has become one of the most politicized issues in contemporary American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Verla Foster:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Before
Roe: Abortion Policy in the States is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sharon Rowe:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States can be your answer given it can be
read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Patricia Howland:

This Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States
can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life
and also knowledge.

Miguel Sherman:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it.
It is known as of book Before Roe: Abortion Policy in the States. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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