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A Philosophical History of Love explores the importance and development of love in the Western world.
Wayne Cristaudo argues that love is a materializing force, a force consisting of various distinctive qualities
or spirits. He argues that we cannot understand Western civilization unless we realize that, within its
philosophical and religious heritage, there is a deep and profound recognition of love’s creative and
redemptive power.

Cristaudo explores philosophical love (the love of wisdom) and the love of God and neighbor. The history of
the West is equally a history of phantasmic versions of love and the thwarting of love. Thus, the history of
our hells may be seen as the history of love’s distortions and the repeated pseudo-victories of our preferences
for the phantasms of love. Cristaudo argues that the catastrophes from our phantasmic loves threaten to
extinguish us, forcing us repeatedly to open ourselves to new possibilities of love, to new spirits.

Fusing philosophy, literature, theology, psychology, and anthropology, the volume reviews major thinkers in
the field, from Plato and Freud, to Pierce, Shakespeare, and Flaubert. Cristaudo explores the major themes of
love of the Church, romantic love and the return of the feminine, the conflict between familial and romantic
love, love in a meaningless world and the love of evil, and the evolutionary idea of love. With Cristaudo, the
reader embarks on a journey not just through time, but also through the different kinds, origins, and spirits of
love.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular A Philosophical
History of Love: 0 to read.

Christine Clute:

The event that you get from A Philosophical History of Love: 0 could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but A Philosophical History of Love: 0 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this specific A Philosophical History of Love: 0 instantly.

Elaine Gold:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book.
One of them is this A Philosophical History of Love: 0.

Charles Myers:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this A Philosophical History of Love: 0 can make you sense more interested to read.
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