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In the first decade of the twentieth-century, many composers rejected the principles of tonality and regular
beat. This signaled a dramatic challenge to the rationalist and linear conceptions of music that had existed in
the West since the Renaissance. The ‘break with tonality’, Neo-Classicism, serialism, chance, minimalism
and the return of the ‘sacred’ in music, are explored in this book for what they tell us about the condition of
modernity. Modernity is here treated as a complex social and cultural formation, in which mythology,
narrative, and the desire for ‘re-enchantment’ have not completely disappeared. Through an analysis of
Schoenberg, Stravinsky, Boulez and Cage, 'the author shows that the twentieth century composer often
adopted an artistic personality akin to Max Weber’s religious types of the prophet and priest, ascetic and
mystic. Twentieth Century Music and the Question of Modernity advances a cultural sociology of modernity
and shows that twentieth century musical culture often involved the adoption of ‘apocalyptic’ temporal
narratives, a commitment to ‘musical revolution’, a desire to explore the limits of noise and sound, and,
finally, redemption through the rediscovery of tonality. This book is essential reading for those interested in
cultural sociology, sociological theory, music history, and modernity/modernism studies.
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

The book untitled Twentieth Century Music and the Question of Modernity (Routledge Advances in
Sociology) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works.
It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Gary Tawney:

This Twentieth Century Music and the Question of Modernity (Routledge Advances in Sociology) is fresh
way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Twentieth Century Music and the Question of Modernity (Routledge Advances in Sociology) can be the light
food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Pearl Moore:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Twentieth Century Music and the Question of Modernity (Routledge Advances in
Sociology) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must love to
read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this time book Twentieth Century Music and the Question of Modernity (Routledge Advances in Sociology).
You can more inviting than now.

Helen Williams:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Twentieth Century Music and the Question
of Modernity (Routledge Advances in Sociology) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you



to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Twentieth Century Music and the Question of
Modernity (Routledge Advances in Sociology) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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