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Seminar paper from the year 1999 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Cologne, 24 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In Kate Chopin's The Awakening,
sexuality, love and marriage are negotiated in connection with the problem of a uniquely female identity
which defies the ideas of Victorian prudery and seeks to represent the "new woman". But what precisely is
the nature of Edna's awakening? Does the novel really convey a feminist tenor, and does Chopin succeed in
exploring new cul¬tural and social options in the sphere of fiction? Three major aspects have to be analysed
to il¬luminate this matter, namely adultery, the notion of contract and the question of a female iden¬tity, all
of which are directly linked to the organization and stability of society in general and in American society by
the end of the nineteenth century in particular. Considering the ubi¬quity of adultery - seen as a transgression
against the marriage contract - in nineteenth-century novels, Tony Tanner postulates "relationships between a
specific kind of sexual act, a specific kind of society, and a specific kind of narrative" (1979: 12), all of
which here imply a defini¬tion of woman's role on a social scale.
As far as The Awakening is concerned, however, the case is far from clear because society's ideological
hegemony is significantly diminished, though at no point relinquished. It is proble¬matic to speak of Edna's
sexual liberation and emancipation for two reasons: firstly, there are no restrictive measures or even social
sanctions like ostracism, and secondly, the ending is too ambivalent to interpret it from an exclusively
feminist perspective. Nevertheless, Showalter is certainly correct in asserting that "Chopin went boldly
beyond the work of her precursors in writing about women's longing for sexual and personal
emancipation"(1993: 170); contempo¬rary reviews and the reception history as a whole supply sufficient
evidence of this as well as of the thesis that "Chopin calls into question the ideologies and assumptions about
women's place articulated by leading thinkers of her time" (Bauer/ Lakritz 1988: 47). But the text is neither a
tract nor a pamphlet; it is an aesthetically composed novel which works quite differ¬ently due to its fictional
status. This paper tries to clarify the complex set of ideas and tech¬niques that operate on the fictional level
and is, moreover, designed to show their social and cultural relevance in the context of Kate Chopin's epoch
while taking into account several approaches to the text.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The
function of adultery, contract and female identity in Kate Chopin's 'The Awakening' is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Dennis Ramirez:

This book untitled The function of adultery, contract and female identity in Kate Chopin's 'The Awakening'
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this guide from your list.

Jason Norfleet:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The function of adultery, contract
and female identity in Kate Chopin's 'The Awakening', you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Chelsie Salls:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The function of
adultery, contract and female identity in Kate Chopin's 'The Awakening' that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick The
function of adultery, contract and female identity in Kate Chopin's 'The Awakening' become your own
starter.
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